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“I felt the courses increased my knowledge and prepared me for further studies and career work.” 

“The faculty was always helpful, understanding, friendly and easy to relate to.” 

“I definitely feel prepared for ministry.” 

“Preparation has been at a graduate level, challenging, rewarding and in an environment 

which is a catalyst for learning.” 

“I could not be doing what I am doing without the education I got at ETBU.” 

“The religion faculty is outstanding in their ability to teach well, their understanding of the 

material, their care for the students and their willingness to confront hard questions.” 

“I have no question I am prepared for seminary.” 

“The curriculum is a huge asset, because I took so many Bible classes, I am very comfortable 

with teaching others what I have learned.” 

“Tremendously satisfied! I have grown greatly in my ability to think critically 

and to understand scripture.” 

“The faculty’s passion and scholarship inspires and motivates me to take my calling seriously.” 

“I gained knowledge that has made my reading and living out the message of scripture 

mature and life changing.” 



 

 

 

 

 

   The Ministry Scholarship (Ministerial Financial Assistance Program[ MFAP]) awarded by East Texas Baptist 

University, in cooperation with the Baptist General Convention of Texas, provides financial assistance to Baptist 

students who are  preparing for church related vocational Christian ministry.  

 

Requirements for Eligibility are as follows: 

1) - Planning to pursue church related vocational Christian ministry, as evidenced by personal testimony; 

2) - Certified by a Baptist church, either by ordination, license, or statement of certification; 

3) - First-year recipients may be certified by any Baptist church; beginning with the second-year, recipients must 

be certified by BGCT cooperating church. 

4) - Submission of forms required by the office of In-Service Guidance that provides evidence, by way of written 

testimony of recipient and the pastor of a local cooperating Baptist church, of the student's involvement with, 

support of, and commitment to a local cooperating Baptist church. 

5) - Students must maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 to be eligible to receive financial assis-

tance. 

The following completed documents are required to make initial application for the Ministry Scholarship: 
1) - Ministry Scholarship application; 

2) - Church Certification form; 

3) - Letter of recommendation and support from the pastor of the certifying church. 

 

These documents are to be filed prior to the beginning of the semester for which the scholarship application is 

being made.  

 

   Eligibility for the Ministry Scholarship must be reviewed and reaffirmed annually. The student will complete a 

renewal application  prior to May 1 each year. 

   Please note that qualifying students who accept this Ministry Scholarship assistance are required to success-

fully complete RLGN 2340 "Ministry Formations," in their studies at East Texas Baptist University before the 

completion of sixty (60) semester hours.  In addition, scholarship recipients are to successfully complete a 

RLGN 4350 "Internship in Religion"  during their senior year.  If a student fails to satisfy these require-

ments, the scholarship will be forfeited.  

 

AIM (Advance in Ministry) Meetings 
Participation in monthly AIM meetings and peer groups is required of all scholarship recipients.  These meetings 

are planned in order to provide additional resources for enhancing vocational ministry skills.  Four meetings are 

held in each of the Fall and Spring semesters with ministry students required to attend at least three of the four 

meetings each semester.  Any ministry student will forfeit his or her ministry scholarship for the following and 

succeeding semesters, unless he or she completes a make-up assignment.  Forms and instructions for AIM meet-

ing make-ups are available in the office of the School of Christian Studies.  

 
For more information contact: 

     In-Service Guidance Director: Dr. Warren Johnson,  School of Christian Studies, 903-923-2180,  Fax: 903-

923-2077     christianstudies@etbu.edu 
 

 

MINISTRY SCHOLARSHIP  
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Other Scholarships are available for ministry students, 

Contact our Financial Aid Office at 903-923-2138 

Website: http://www.etbu.edu/Financial_Aid/?InPath=1 

http://www.etbu.edu/opencms/handle404?exporturi=/export/sites/default/Forms/Religion/Initial_Ministry_Scholarship_Application-REV._1-09.pdf
http://www.etbu.edu/opencms/handle404?exporturi=/export/sites/default/Forms/Religion/Initial_Church_Certification_Form-Rev.1-09.pdf
http://www.etbu.edu/opencms/handle404?exporturi=/export/sites/default/Forms/Religion/Renewal_Ministry_Scholarship_Application_Rev.1-09.pdf
mailto:christianstudies@etbu.edu
http://www.etbu.edu/Financial_Aid/?InPath=1


B.S., Northeastern State University, Tahlequah, Oklahoma 1971 

M.R.E., Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1974 

Graduate Study, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 1986 

Ph.D. in Education Administration, Southwestern Baptist  Theologi-

cal Seminary, 1981 

Dr. White was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma.   He married Brenda Cookson           

on  August, 1972.  He and Brenda have one son and daughter-in-law, Greg 

and Marcie.    Dr. White has been a professor in the religion department at 

ETBU since 1983.  Before that he served as Supervisor at the Children’s Cen-

ter at SWBTS.  He has written over 250 Bible study materials for LifeWay 

Christian Resources through the years.  He has served in many leadership 

roles in his church as well as being active in the community. 

I remember the 1960s: the hippies, 

drugs, miniskirts, bell-bottom pants, 

the Viet Nam War, protests, the civil 

rights movement, Martin Luther King, 

the assassination of President Ken-

nedy, flower power, and the music of 

Jimmy Hendrix, the Beatles, The As-

sociation, Elvis and one other singer, 

poet and philosopher. On October 24, 

1963 Bob Dylan walked into the Co-

lumbia Recording studio in New York 

City and recorded “The Times They 

Are a-Changin.”  This recording never 

made it close to being a number one 

hit, but it message reverberates even 

today. The same cry of 1960s is repre-

sented in our world today. What are 

some “a-changin” ministry challenges 

for today and the near future? 

According to the pollster, George Ba-

rna, only 9 percent of Americans be-

lieve in a biblical worldview and even 

among born-again Christians, only 19 

percent were said to have this view. 

 Barna defines a biblical worldview as 

one who believes that absolute moral 

truth exists; the Bible is totally accu-

rate in all of the principles it teaches; 

Satan is considered to be a real being 

or force, not merely symbolic; a per-

son cannot earn his or her way into 

Heaven by trying to be good or doing 

good works; Jesus lived a sinless life 

on earth; and God is the all-knowing, 

Yet, it is an exciting time to be in min-

istry! Creativity in ministry is neces-

sary to reach others for Christ. The 

biblical message does not change, but 

our methodology must clearly commu-

nicate the Gospel in effective ways to 

“a changin’” world. 

Bob Dyan ends his song with these 

words: 

“The order is rapidly fadin’ 

And the first one now will later be last 

(see Mark 10:31) 

For the times they are a-changin.’” 

  Let’s continue this discussion in our 

classes and other venues in the weeks, 

months, and semesters ahead. 

  May God bless you on your journey 

of faith and ministry.  

all powerful creator of the world who 

still rules the universe today. Yes, only 

a small percentage (19%) of born-

again Christians completely agree with 

this statement. 

Other recent findings by Barna relate 

to the development and practice of 

faith and community. Seventy-five 

percent of American adults say they 

sense that “God is motivating people 

to stay connected with Him, but in 

different ways and through different 

types of experiences than in the past.” 

Fifty percent say they are tired of the 

usual type of church experience. Sev-

enty-one percent say they are “more 

likely to develop my religious beliefs 

on my own, rather than to accept an 

entire set of beliefs that a particular 

church teaches.” Almost half (45%) 

are ready to try a different church. 

This sounds discouraging, but faith is 

not going away. Despite the prolific 

media attention devoted to the demise 

of traditional faith practices and be-

liefs, nearly nine out of ten Americans 

(88%) admit that their faith is very 

important in their lives. 

As Christ followers, we are called to 

minister to a desperate, dying world 

that is skeptical of ultimate answers. 

What an incredible challenge we all 

have now and in the future in ministry! 

Dr. David C. White, Professor 

Church Education 

     A Word from Dr. White 
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Nov. 23-27  Thanksgiving Holidays 

Dec. 4 Friday - AIM Meeting,10:00 a.m. Scrb 207 

Dec. 7 Monday - RLGN 1000.01 Religion Seminar, 10:00 a.m. Scrb 207 

Dec. 14-18   Finals Week 

Dec 19 - December Graduation 

Jan. 11 Monday - Spring Semester Classes begin 

Feb. 5 Monday - RLGN 1000.01 Religion Seminar, 10:00 a.m. Scrb 207 

 Find us on the Web  

www.etbu.edu  

A World of Opportunity in a 

Community of Faith. 

1209 North Grove 

Marshall, TX  75670-1498 

Phone: 903-923-2180 

Fax: 903-923-2077 

E-mail: christianstudies@etbu.edu 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Debra Summers 
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Students learning in Dr. David White’s classes 
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