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One feature of the legacy of Baptist 

ethicist T. B. Maston is his strong stand on 

matters of race and the issue of segregation 

by congregations called to bear witness to 

Godõs grace.  òThe Christian ideal would 

demand the elimination of all segregation,ó 

wrote Maston, òbecause segregation, which 

inevitably means discrimination, is contrary 

to the spirit and teachings of Christ.ó  To 

write that in the American south of the 

1950s was a brave stance that resulted in 

hate-mail and even death threats for Mas-

ton.  

While the problem of segregation might 

not be as heated as it once was, the issue 

remains a challenge for the church.  Chris-

tian ministry students at East Texas Bap-

tist University believe it is an issue that 

needs to be addressed.  This past November 

9th , the ETBU chapter of Theta Alpha 

Kappa, the national honor society for stu-

dents in Religious Studies, sponsored a de-

partmental discussion on the critical matter 

of òThe Church and Ethnicity.ó 

To many of ETBUõs Theta Alpha Kappa 

members, it is obvious that while both our 

nation and our neighborhoods continue to 

become more and more ethnically diverse, 

our churches too often reflect the same ra-

cial divide that prevailed in the 1950s.  In a 

recent TAK meeting, Scott, a senior Chris-

tian ministry student, voiced the concern 

that while Marshall, TX, in which ETBU is 

found, has witnessed tremendous growth in 

its Hispanic population, little is being done 

by churches in Marshall to reach out to the 

Hispanic community.   The idea of a depart-

mental discussion open to all ETBU minis-

try students was the next logical step.  

The meeting was opened by Dr. Jeph 

Holloway, faculty sponsor of TAK and board 

member of the T. B. Maston Foundation, 

with a recollection of the important chal-

lenge Maston gave to generations of South-

ern Baptists on issues of racial reconcilia-

tion.   The question was raised as to why 

churches still struggle to offer the world a 

witness of Godõs impartial love.  Students 

and professors offered a number of reasons 

why this might be so.  Dr. Rick Johnson 

suggested that òthe principle of homogene-

ous worship,ó the idea that church growth 

and evangelism are best served when people 

donõt face the extra-added obstacle of having 

to go to church with people of a different 

ethnicity or skin color, continues to operate 

in many circles.  Taylor, a Christian minis-

try student from Harlton, TX, offered that 

òwhile homogeneity may create . . . a sense 

of comfortó for some people, òthe end result 

is still a church which does not reflect the 

universality of the gospel.ó 

Some students suggested that while 

churches might not intend to exclude people 

on the basis of ethnicity, long -established 

patterns of ministry and worship styles 

simply do not communicate the message of 

inclusion and welcome to people who are 

different.  Shelby, a Latino student at 

ETBU, described her sense of frustration at 

being one of only a few Hispanic members of 

her home church, and the difficulty she had 

in trying to incorporate some of her His-

panic friends into the youth group of her 

church.  Her concern is that attitudes and 

prejudices seem to get passed on from one 

generation to the next, so that even the 

youth in her church learn to duplicate prac-

tices that exclude.  

As the meeting came to a close, a con-

sensus was formed that Christian leaders of 

tomorrowõs church must become intentional 

and deliberate in their efforts to start 

churches that reflect the passion of Jesus 

that òmy house shall be called a house of 

prayer for pasin tois ethnesin  - all the eth-

nicitiesó (Mark 11:17).  What better way to 

honor the legacy of T. B. Maston than to 

honor the passion of Jesus.  

Taylor Weaver and Jeph Holloway  
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 Stephanie Hinton  

Sophomore Religion Major with Concentration in Youth & Christian Education  

Stephanie is from Baytown, Texas  

 

      The new program for the Religion majors 

is a wonderful idea! As Jonah mentioned in 

the last newsletter, I do agree that I did not 

enjoy the papers, but I enjoyed learning about 

me! The papers focused on identifying with 

who I am, and helped me personally become 

more aware of who I am and how I was cre-

ated to help better my ministry. The second 

year focuses on becoming the leader God made 

you to be and due at the end of the semester is 

a paper that describes our strongest leader-

ship and our weakest leadership.  

      My mentor, Dr. Rick Johnson, has been a 

big help as well. We meet once a month to talk 

about school and life. He has helped me make 

decisions and is always there when I have 

questions. The classes I am taking this semes-

ter have made me real excited with the path 

God has for me. I am going into Childrenõs 

Ministry and every day when I walk out of all 

of my classes I get excited because of the tool 

God is going to use me to be. For instance, last 

Friday in Ministry Formations, we had a 

speaker talk about ministry, marriage, and 

family. Being recently engaged to Corey Cline, 

this made me excited because for one, we are 

both going into the ministry, and for two, it 

made me excited to see what God is going to 

do with our life and family.  

     The professors want to help you succeed in 

collegeñthey even hand out their home phone 

numbers!  God has blessed me with wonderful 

classes with amazing professors leading them.  

 Last semester my service project was to read 

to children at Travis Elementary. The pro-

gram was focused more on the children whose 

home life was not as well off as others, they 

did not get the attention they deserved. The 

relationships I built with the kids were so 

amazing.  Every day when I would leave they  

would always ask, òMs. Hinton when are 

you coming back to read?ó It killed me 

inside the day when they asked me that 

question and I had to tell them it was my 

last day. Marshall being a small town, I 

have run into the students either at Wal-

mart or elsewhere. They still remember 

who I am and have asked if I was going to 

come back and read. I have not done my 

service project this semester yet due to 

my school and work schedule but next se-

mester I do not know what I am going to 

do. I am going to pray about and whether 

it is geared towards my concentration ñ

children ñor branches out into other min-

istry areas, I know that no matter where 

God puts me, I will be a tool for him.  
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both feed and entertain us. It was honestly 

the coolest thing! For the teacher to come 

down to our level to meet us where we as 

students are is absolutely awesome.  

      This semester marked the beginning of 

my New Testament Greek Classes. I came 

into this class expecting to have such a hard 

time with it. Dr. Warren Johnson has made 

the class fun and easy. I missed two of his 

classes due to food poisoning. He let come to 

his office to catch up on lectures I had 

missed. Along with this sense of caring, his 

ability to teach Greek on my own personal 

level has made learning this crazy language 

a great deal easier.  

     With the teachers caring so much for the 

students, its hard to not feel welcome. What 

I expected to be difficult beyond description 

has become something simple, fun, and easy 

because of the nature of the professors here 

in the religion department. This environ-

ment is in my opinion the best possible for 

personal growth.  

 Corey Cline  

Sophomore Religion Major with Concentration in Biblical Studies  

Corey is from Overton, Texas  

 

I have enjoyed my time here in the relig-

ion department. The professors are both per-

sonal and helpful in and out of class.  

     With the Identity Development seminar, 

Dr. Jeph Hollowayõs line of questioning and 

thought I came to a greater understanding of 

who I am in relationship to those around me, 

as well as in relationship to God. With his 

essays he requested of me, questions would 

arise concerning who I am. These questions 

pushed me to pursue God more, placing my 

identity more that ever before, in Him.  

     Last year, I was introduced to my mentor, 

Dr. Elijah Brown. Since then he has helped 

me through many situations be it academic, 

spiritual, or relational. Having experienced 

him as a teacher as well as personal being 

has opened a great deal of respect for him. 

As a part of his Ministry Formations class, 

he invited the whole class to his own home to 



Nov. 22-26 - Thanksgiving - University holidays  

Dec. 3 - 7:00 p.m. TAK Movie Night at the home of Dr. John Harris  

Dec. 9 - 6:30 p.m. - Graduates Dinner  

Dec. 13-16 - Final Examinations  

Dec. 18 - 10:00 a.m.  Fall Commencement  

Jan. 10 - Spring Semester Classes Begin  
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On October 21, Theta Alpha Kappa 
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meeting place in Fred Hale 101.  The discussion was formatted differently than it has been done 

in the past.  At this meeting, the panelists Dr. Elijah Brown, FBC Marshall pastor Kevin Hall and 

Lifepoint Church of Longview pastor Brian Shobert, were given the opportunity to answer a mul-

titude of question by members of the audience rather than being able to give presentations as is 

usually the case.  The focus of the evening was the relationship between the lo-

cal church and college students.  Each speaker encouraged those with questions 

to seek genuinely to be engaged in a local church regardless of the limited time 

period spent in an area.  They likened the relationship of a congregation and a 

member to a marriage, saying that in not settling with one group of people both 

parties are robbed of the growth and en-

couragement.  All in attendance seemed 

to enjoy the time and discussion so much 

so that even days later many were dis-

cussing the forum as excitedly as they 

did that evening.      

Kevin Hall  

TAK Forum Discussion  

http://www.etbu.edu/academic_programs/School_of_Christian_Studies/default.htm

