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ParentProfile
Charlie and Bonnie Jones

At fi rst I thought I wanted to get far away from my 
home in Shreveport, La., and went to visit a college 
in Dallas. My mother, Mildred Fortenberry Gordon, 
urged me to attend Tiger Day at East Texas Baptist 
College where she had graduated in 1949. As we drove 
up on the campus, I was in awe of its beauty. I was 
greeted by Ruth Rogers Welch, who had visited my 
home church with the ETBC singing group Refl ection. 
Her remembering me had a huge impact on the 
welcome I felt. Th at day, I decided that ETBC was a 
perfect fi t for me.

Never would I think that I would be employed 
at my alma mater many years later. After fi nishing 
seminary I served as a children’s minister in Jackson, 
Miss. where I met my future husband, Charlie Jones 
of Hallsville, and moved back to East Texas to raise 
my family.

Four years ago, I was invited by Vice President 
for Enrollment Management and Marketing Vince 
Blankenship to fi ll in as he searched to fi ll a position 
in the Admissions offi  ce. As I worked, memories 
fl ooded my thoughts as I watched students walk the 
same path I had walked. I wanted to fi nd a full time 
position and my fi rst opportunity came in the Public 
Relations Offi  ce. Th en my dream job opened in the 
Advising and Career Development Offi  ce and I hold 
the position of Student Persistence Coordinator.  

My journey back on the Hill got even better when 
in the Fall of 2006, my oldest son, Nathan entered the 
university as a freshman. Of course, I fi lled him in on all 
my great memories, but he would walk his own path.

During his third week of his fi rst semester Nathan 
stopped by my offi  ce to visit.  In his quiet way he said, 
“I was just thinking, you graduated from here.”  My 
interpretation of his remark was, ‘if I had graduated, 

Chris Wood Named Registrar 
Provost/Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Dr. Paul Sorrels 
announces the promotion of Chris 
Wood to the position of University 
Registrar. Wood moves from his 
current position of Reporting/Data 
Manager to Registrar effective 
March 25, 2008.

“I am pleased that Chris has accepted this position,” said Dr. 
Sorrels. “He has worked in the Registrar’s Offi ce since 2006 and 
his knowledge of the offi ce will be very helpful as he takes on this 
new responsibility.” 
Wood is a graduate of ETBU with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. 
He and his wife, Laura, have four children; Parker, 17, Darby, 11, 
Austen, 9, and Joshua, 6. 

Dr. Brian Nichols Retires 
as Dean of the School of 
Education
The staff and faculty of the School 
of Education held a retirement 
reception for its dean on Thursday, 
April 17, 2008 in the faculty lounge 
of Scarborough Hall. Dr. Brian 
Nichols, who came to ETBU in 2002 

after retiring as the superintendent of the Marshall Independent 
School District, is retiring from the University effective May 31, 2008.
“Dr. Nichols has made a very signifi cant contribution to the School 
of Education.  His extensive experience as superintendent for two 
school districts and contacts throughout East Texas has built on the 
already excellent reputation of our teacher preparation program,” 
said Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Paul Sorrels.  
“He dedicated himself to increasing ‘real world’ experiences for 
our teacher education students and challenging the faculty to 
serve as exemplary role models.”  
Dr. Nichols is a graduate of ETBU and played basketball for his 
alma mater. He received his masters of education degree from 
Stephen F. Austin State University and his doctorate from the 
University of North Texas.  Dr. Nichols, and his wife Paula, a 
graduate of ETBU as well, reside in the Elysian Fields area and 
are members of Cross Roads Baptist Church.
“We are grateful for the leadership, stability, and forward 
thinking Dr. Nichols has so graciously given to ETBU and our 
graduates,” said Dr. Sorrels.
Dr. Nichols gave the charge to the graduates at the 10:30 a.m. 
session of Spring Commencement held May 3, 2008.

Dr. David Brooks Accepts 
Faculty Position
President Bob E. Riley made 
the announcement that Dr. 
David Brooks, Vice President for 
Student Services the past four 
years, has accepted a faculty 
position at ETBU for the 2008-09 
academic year.

Dr. Brooks has a Ph.D. in Zoology and taught Biology at 
LeTourneau University for four years and Ouachita Baptist 
University for four years prior to accepting the Dean of  
Students position at ETBU in 2002. He will hold the rank of  
Associate Professor of  Biology and Nursing.
 “I have enjoyed working with Dr. Brooks as a member of  the 
management team at ETBU and am confi dent he will be an 
outstanding faculty member in the School of  Natural and Social 
Sciences,” stated Dr. Riley. Dr. Brooks will continue his vice 
presidential responsibilities until August 1, 2008.

Professional Activities of Faculty 

Dr. Karen Gentsch, Associate Professor of  Teacher 
Education (left), and Dr. Donna Lubcker, Associate 
Professor of  Teacher Education, attended the Texas Computer 
Education Association Meeting, held February 5-7, 2008, in 
Austin, Texas. The keynote speaker was former astronaut 
Sally Ride, who was the fi rst American woman in space.

Dr. Jerry Hopkins, Professor 
of History and Political Science, 
attended the annual meeting of 
The Association for the Scientifi c 
Study of Religion: Southwest 
Meeting, held in Irving,Texas 
March 14-16, 2008. Dr. Hopkins 
delivered a paper at the meeting 

titled, “The Moral Majority and Political Initiative.”

Dr. Israel Nandamudi, 
Associate Professor of  History 
and Political Science, presented 
a paper at the 88th annual 
meeting of  the Southwestern 
Social Science Association, held 
March 12-15, 2008, in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.

Dr. Kevin J. Reeves, Professor 
of  Mathematics, attended 
the International Conference 
on Technology in Collegiate 
Mathematics, held in San 
Antonio, Texas March 6-9, 2008. 
The conference focused on the 
use of  technology in collegiate 
mathematics.

Dr. Darrell Roe, Associate 
Professor of  Communication, 
attended the annual Southern 
States Communication 
Association conference held in 
Savannah, Georgia April 2-5, 
2008. Dr. Roe presented a panel 
paper at the conference. Dr. 
Roe also attended the Spring 

Conference of  the Texas Association of  Broadcast Educators 
held on February 29, 2008 in Arlington, Texas.

Dr. Don Spencer, Associate Professor of  Chemistry, attended 
the Texas Association of  Health Advisors for Health Professions 
meeting in Houston, February 7-9, 2008. Dr. Catherine Cone, 
Professor of  Biology, attended the  meeting as well.

Focus on Faculty and Staff

then surely he could.”  After Nathan’s third week of 
college, I believe he began to appreciate the education of 
his dad and I in a new way.  We are so proud of him!  He 
is fi nishing up his sophomore year, majoring in Business 
Administration.  I have seen him come out of his shell 
this year. Nathan is beginning to spend more time 
with his college friends instead of coming home on the 
weekends. He might not realize it yet, but he is making 
life-time friends by becoming involved in all aspects of 
college life.

Th is coming August I will greet the incoming 
freshman and amongst them will be my middle 
son, Brian. His aspirations include being a Mass 
Communications major and playing football for the 
Tigers. We are beginning to have talks and discuss the 
many unknowns for his future, but I assure him that 
God will show him his plans for his life during his 
time at ETBU.  

Of course, he’ll have his upperclassman brother to 
show him the ropes!
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Reminiscing, sharing, eating and having fun. 
Th is describes the recent mini-reunion of ETBU 
graduates held at the Oaks Manor Conference and 
Retreat Center, Van Buren, Ark. Pete and Ann 
Ramsey, graduates of ETBU, operate the retreat center. 
Th e group gathered April 14-16, 2008 for this fun 
experience. Each day, participants were allowed to 
share their story of where they have been and what 
they have done since graduating from ETBU. Most 
of this group graduated in the late 50’s or early 60’s. 
Everyone enjoyed the time together and possibly 
another reunion will be scheduled in 2009. 

Harry and Madalyn ( Jones) Mathis, T. Milton Duke
Sneak and Carolyn (Sumner) Davis, Glenda (Langford) Nelson, 
Robert and Noel Yue, Charles and Lilly Faye (McKinney) 
Wisdom, John and Marty (Hedgecock) Rich, Weldon and Betty 
(Russell) Zagarba, Jimmie and Annette (Anderson)Sheffi  eld, Billy 
and Winky (Stark) Foote, Pete and Ann (Hawkins) RamseyPhoto:  Courtesy of Jimmie Sheffi  eld
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etbupdate
June 24 – 26 Cross Point Conference for Senior Adults – “In His Name”, ETBU Campus
 Dr. Jimmy Draper • Mark Fried • Dr. Bob Utley • Dr. Dane Fowlkes • Dewayne Beatty 
 Alan Huesing • Allan Thompson • Paul Tapp • Safely Anchored Gospel Trio • call 903-923-2173

July 11 – 12 Alumni Retreat, ETBU campus

August 27 Beginning of Fall 2008 Academic Semester

September 6 Opening of Football Season, Collegeville, Minn.
 vs. St. John’s  • 11:00 a.m.

September 18 First home Volleyball Game, Ornelas Gymnasium 
 vs. Mississippi College  • 7:00 p.m.

September 20 First home football game, Ornelas Stadium
 vs. Sul Ross State  • 11:00 a.m.

October 17 – 19 Homecoming 2008 “Once upon a Memory”, ETBU Campus

For more information visit www.etbu.edu

www.etbu.edu



