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RETURNING TO
THE FUTURE

It  is difficult to describe the success of this fall’s Homecoming weekend without
using such overused terms as “memorable,” “the greatest ever,” “wonderful,” or “heart
warming.”  Truly, Homecoming 2000 proved to be a significant event for such reasons
as:

• The return of Tiger Football after an absence of 50 years.  Over 2,700 persons
crowded into the newly dedicated Ornelas Stadium to witness the university’s
first homecoming football game in 50 years.

• Our first ever alumni art exhibit featuring the paintings of Dr. Barbara Wilson
Fields.

• One of our largest ever attendances at the Friday Nite Follies with
approximately 500 alumni and students.

• Wonderful times of reunion for the 10th, 25th, and 50th year honor classes.
• A beautiful and memorable reunion of the College of Marshall alumni.
• Great fellowship among alumni and students at the Late Nite Breakfast.

The above list is not exhaustive, but extensive enough to help everyone see that
Homecoming 2000 was well attended and well worth the effort!  In the year to follow,
your Alumni Association and Office of Alumni Relations pledge to provide even
better services to our alumni than ever before as we fulfill our vision of serving as the
primary link between the university and its alumni.  We look forward to any comments
you may offer to help us do a better job of serving our alumni.  We know this school
has meant a lot to you in the past and we anticipate your continued involvement as
we move into an even brighter future.

Dane W. Fowlkes
Director of Alumni Relations
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Homecoming Pictorial
Reunion activities, Class of ‘50, ‘75,
‘90 group photos, 2000 Coming Home
Queen, Homecoming events, ETBU foot-
ball and golf tournament, and much
more.
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Alumni Honorees
Alumni Achievement Award, John Hugh
Hill Scholarly Achievement Award,
Frank S. Groner, Sr. School Develop-
ment Award, Sallie M. Duncan Life
Enrichment Award, J. Wesley Smith
Achievement Awards, W. T. Tardy Ser-
vice Award and the Young Alumnus
Award.
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East Texas Baptist University is a coeducational institution
operated in association with the Baptist General Convention
of Texas.  The University is committed to fiscal soundness
and Christian stewardship and to providing and maintaining
an environment conducive to learning.  East Texas Baptist
University serves students of varied ages and with diverse
social, geographic, economic, cultural, and religious back-
grounds.  We seek students who demonstrate a potential for
success in our supportive and challenging environment, and
we employ faculty who are dedicated to teaching, scholar-
ship, advising, and the principles of the Christian faith. Our
purpose is the development of intellectual inquiry, social con-
sciousness, wellness, and Christian character, for we believe
that these endeavors prepare students to accept the obliga-
tions and opportunities of the age in which they live to serve
humanity and the Kingdom of God.  We affirm that the liberal
arts form the surest foundation for education and that the
Christian faith provides the surest foundation for life. Our pri-
mary focus is baccalaureate studies in the humanities, natu-
ral and social sciences, fine arts, and various professional
areas.  As a Christian university we are committed to the inte-
gration of academic discipline and personal faith in the pur-
suit of truth.

ETBU Mission Statement
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On the Cover: East Texas Baptist University
celebrated Homecoming 2000, which included
everything from reunions to the return of
football. (Homecoming 2000 graphic designed
by ETBU’s Website Manager Randy Burns.)
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